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THE CHARTER, STATUTES, BY-LAWS, AND REGULATIONS, 



OF 



THE ROYAL IRISH ACADEMY. 



THE CHARTER. 

George the Third, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, Preamble. 
France, -and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth : 
To all unto whom these presents shall come, Greeting, Where- 
as the institution of societies for the advancement of learning 
(within our kingdom of Great Britain, and also in countries 
beyond the seas*) hath been found by experience to have greatly 
tended to the increase of useful knowledge : And whereas se- 
veral of our loving subjects of our city of Dublin, and king- 
dom of Ireland, have lately met together, for their mutual 
improvement in the studies of science, polite literature, and 
antiquities: And whereas we are willing to give encourage- 
ment to studies of that nature in all parts of our dominions, 
and more especially in our said kingdom of Ireland, which was 
in ancient times famous for its schools and seminaries of learn- 
ing, and hath since produced many persons eminent in every 
branch of science ; and are desirous that useful, curious, and 
polite literature, should, under our Royal Patronage, and spe- 
cial protection, continue to flourish and increase : Have of our 
special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, by and 
with the advice and consent of our right trusty and right en- 
tirely beloved cousin and counsellor, Charles Duke of Rutland, 
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( 8 ) 

our Lieutenant-general and General-governor of our kingdom 
of Ireland, and according to the tenor and the effect of our 
letters under our privy signet and sign manual, bearing date at 
Date of Letter, our Court of St. James's the 28th day of September, 1785, and 
ber, 1785. in the 25th year of our reign, and now enrolled in the rolls of 
our High Court of Chancery, in our said kingdom of Ireland, 
constituted and appointed, and by these presents for Us, our 
heirs, and successors, We will, ordain, constitute, declare, and 
grant, that our well beloved subjects, our right trusty and well 
Nameaoforigi- beloved cousin and counsellor James Earl of Charlemont, of our 
said kingdom of Ireland; our right trusty and right entirely 
beloved counsellor Richard Lord Rokeby, Archbishop of 
Armagh, and Primate of all Ireland ; our right trusty and well 
beloved cousin and counsellor James Earl ofClanbrassill; our 
right trusty and well beloved cousin John Earl of Moira ; our 
Right Reverend and well beloved Father in God Thomas Lord 
Bishop of Killaloe ; our Right Reverend and well beloved Fa- 
ther in God John Lord Bishop of Clonfert ; our Right Reverend 
and well beloved Father in God William Lord Bishop of Wa- 
terford ; our Right Reverend and well beloved Father in God 
Thomas Lord Bishop of Dromore ; our right trusty and well 
beloved counsellor John Hely Hutchinson, Doctor of Laws, 
our principal Secretary of State in the kingdom of Ireland ; 
our right trusty and well beloved counsellor Denis Daly, esq. ; 
our right trusty and well beloved counsellor William Conyng- 
ham, esq. ; our trusty and well beloved Charles Vallancey, 
esq. ; our well beloved in Christ the Reverend Richard Murray, 
Vice-Provost of Trinity College ; our well beloved in Christ 
the Reverend Hugh Hamilton, Dean of Armagh ; our trusty 
and well beloved Richard Kirwan, esq. ; our trusty and well 
beloved Edmond Malone, esq. ; our well beloved in Christ the 
Reverend Michael Kearney, Doctor in Divinity ; our trusty 
and well beloved Adair Crawford, Doctor in Physic ; our well 
beloved in Christ the Reverend William Hales, Doctor in Di- 
vinity ; our trusty and well beloved George Cleghorne, Doc- 



( 9 ) 

tor in Physic ; our well beloved in Christ, the Reverend Henry 
Ussher, Doctor in Divinity ; our well beloved in Christ, the 
Reverend John Kearney, Doctor in Divinity ; our well be- 
loved in Christ, the Reverend John Waller, Doctor in Divi- 
nity ; our trusty and well beloved John Purcell, Doctor in 
Physic ; our trusty and well beloved Robert Perceval, Doctor 
in Physic ; our well beloved in Christ the Reverend Matthew 
Young, Master of Arts; our well beloved in Christ the Re- 
verend Digby Marsh, Master of Arts ; our well beloved in 
Christ the Reverend George Hall, Master of Arts ; our well 
beloved in Christ the Reverend Richard Stack, Master of Arts ; 
our well beloved in Christ the Reverend William Hamilton ; our 
trusty and well beloved Lawrence Parsons, esq. ; our trusty and 
well beloved William Preston, esq. ; our trusty and well beloved 
William Ball, esq. ; our well beloved in Christ the Reverend 
James Archbold Hamilton, Doctor in Divinity ; our trusty 
and well beloved William Deane, Doctor learned in the law ; 
our trusty and well beloved Richard Lovell Edgeworth, esq. ; 
our trusty and well beloved James Gandon, esq. ; and our trusty 
and well beloved Sir Joseph Banks, Baronet, President of our 
Royal Society at London ; and such others as shall be elected 
in the manner hereinafter directed, to be one body politick and incorporated 
corporate, in deed and in name, by the name of the Royal f the Royal 
Irish Academy, for promoting the study of science, polite lite- IrtsflAeadem y- 
rature, and antiquities ; of which Academy we do hereby de- 
clare ourselves the founder and patron, and by the same name The King Pa- 
to have perpetual succession, and to purchase, have, take, re- Empowered to 
ceive, and enjoy, to them and their successors, lands, tenements, pu rcnase ian ds » 
and hereditaments, of whatsoever nature or kind, not exceed- 
ing in the whole the clear yearly value of £1000 sterling ; not exceeding 
and also all manner of goodsand chattels of what value soever, o/JTooa™ 
and by the same name to sue and be sued, plead and be im- 
pleaded, answer and to be answered unto, in all courts and 
pleas whatsoever, of us, our heirs and successors, in all suits, 
plaints, and demands whatsoever. And that they and their 
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Seal. 



President and 
Council. 

Vice-Presi- 
dents. 
Treasurer. 
Secretary. 



Names of first 
President, 

Council, 



Treasurer, 



Secretary. 



successors may use and have a common seal, and that it shall 
and may be lawful for them and their successors, to change, 
break, alter, or make new the said seal, from time to time, as 
they shall think fit. 

And our will and pleasure is, and we do ordain, and grant, 
that the said corporation and their successors, for ever, shall 
have one president and a council consisting of 21 members, 
to be hereafter elected by them, out of which council four 
vice-presidents shall be nominated by the president, by writ- 
ing under his hand and seal, and one treasurer and one secre- 
tary shall be elected. 

And for the better execution of this our royal grant, we 
have nominated, and do hereby nominate, constitute, and ap- 
point our right trusty and well beloved cousin and counsellor 
James Earl of Charlemont to be the first and modern president 
of this Academy : And we do further hereby nominate and ap- 
point our right trusty and well beloved cousin John Earl of 
Moira, our Right Reverend and well beloved Fathers in God 
William Bishop of Waterford, Thomas Bishop of Killaloe, 
Thomas Bishop of Dromore, and John Bishop of Clonfert ; our 
right trusty and well beloved counsellors William Conyngham 
and Denis Daly t esqrs. ; our well beloved in Christ the Re- 
verend Henry Ussher, the Reverend William Hales, the Re- 
verend John Kearney, our trusty and well beloved John Pur- 
cell, Robert Perceval, and Stephen Dickson, Doctors of Physic; 
our well beloved in Christ the Reverend Matthew Young, the 
Reverend George Hall, the Reverend William Hamilton, and 
the Reverend Richard Stack, Fellows of Trinity College, Dub- 
lin ; our trusty and well beloved Charles Vallancey, William 
Preston, and James Gandon, esqrs., to be the first modern 21 
of the council of this Academy. 

And We do further nominate and appoint our right trusty 
and well beloved counsellor William Conyngham to be the 
first and modern treasurer ; and our trusty and well beloved 
Robert Perceval, Doctor of Physic, to be the first and modern 
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secretary to this Academy ; the said several persons, and each 

and every of them, to continue in their and his respective place 

and offices, from the day of the date of these presents, until the 

16th day of March next ensuing, and until others be chosen in To continue tin 

their respective places; which said council and their succes- nex t, and others 

sors shall he aiding and assisting to the president of our said be chosen - 

Academy, in all matters for the better regulation and govern- Council to as- 
. . i j. , , i P ., *" sist President. 

ment thereof, and of every member of the same. 

And our will and pleasure is, that it shall and may be law- 
ful to and for the said president, council, and officers, and the Meetings, 
rest of the members of the said Academy also, as soon as con- 
veniently may be after the date of these presents, to meet toge- 
ther at such time and place as the said president or any one of 
the said vice-presidents shall appoint by summons, which the at time and 

.. . . . . . place appointed 

said president, or any one of the said vice-presidents, is by these by President, 
presents empowered and required timely to issue to that pur- ^ r d g nt ^"gum- 
pose to the said members, or such of them as shall be resident mons - 
within our city, or the liberties of our city of Dublin, in our 
said kingdom ; at which meeting, and at all future meetings 
of this corporation, 16 at least being present, they are also by To elect new 
these presents empowered to elect, from time to time, such per- a t feast must be 
sons as they shall think proper to admit into the said Academy P re8ent - 
as members of the same, who, after such election, shall be and 
be called members of the said Academy, in the same manner, 
to all intents and purposes, as those herein nominated and ap- 
pointed by these our royal letters patent. 

And our further pleasure is, that there shall be two stated Two stated 

06n6rfil Meet - 

general meetings of the said Academy in every year, one on i ngs every year, 
the 30th day of November, and the other on the 16th day of November,^ 
March, being the eve of St. Patrick's Day, and as many other 16th March; or, 
general meetings as the corporation, or the majority of such 
members as, being duly summoned, shall be present at any pre- 
ceding general meeting, shall appoint. 

And in case it shall happen that the 30th day of Novem- if eitherfaii on 
ber, or the 16th day of March, shall, in any year, fall on a pTOedf^day, 
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Sunday, then our will and pleasure is, that such general meet- 
ing as aforesaid shall, for that time, be held on the day next 
immediately preceding such 30th day of November or 16 th 
day of March. 
And our will and pleasure is, that at the general meeting 
On 16th of of the corporation on the 16th day of March in every year, or 
43*^ be laid on tne day preceding as aforesaid, 16 members at least being 
before the Cor- p re sent (of whom the president or one of the vice-presidents 

poration, i \ it i 

shall always be one), the president and council shall at every 
out of which such meeting lay before the corporation a list of 43 names (the 
^nd'conncU to n ames of the then subsisting president and council being in- 
be elected for c ] u< j e d), out of which list the said corporation shall elect a 

ensuing year. ' x 

president and council for the next ensuing year, after such 
form and manner as the president and council, with the ap- 
probation of the Academy, shall have ordained or shall here- 
after ordain j and at every such annual meeting shall also be 
Treasurer and elected in the manner aforesaid a treasurer and secretary, which 
aitoeiected! * president and council, treasurer and secretary, so elected shall 
continue in office for the ensuing year, unless they or any of 
President to ap- them shall sooner die, resign, or be removed: on which day the 
Presidents. " new president, if present, shall also appoint, by writing under 
his hand and seal, four vice-presidents, to continue in office for 
Duration of one year as aforesaid, or in case of his absence, the former vice- 
presidents shall continue in office until new ones shall be duly 
appointed in their place, 
in case of death, And our further will and pleasure is, that in case of the 
Corporation e to death, resignation, or amotion of the president, or any one or 
meetandchoose m ore of the vice-presi dents, the treasurer, secretary, or any 
member or members of the council, the said corporation shall 
16 Members have full power to meet and choose others in their places respec- 
Preside'nfo^a tivel y> in the manner as aforesaid, 16 members at least being 
Vice-President) present, of whom the president or one of the vice-presidents 

being present. * . 

shall be always one. 

in President's And our further will and pleasure is, that in the absence 

absence, the „ , . . , 

Senior Vice- ol the president, at any meeting of the corporation, or the 
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council, in case that more than one vice-president shall be pre- President pre- 
sent, such vice-president as shall be first named in the list of sent t0 preside ' 
those appointed under the hand and seal of the president, shall 
preside at such meeting, and have a casting voice in case of an and hare east- 
equality of votes on any question, besides his own vote as a ' S 
member ; and if the president and all the vice-presidents shall Failing these, a 
happen to be absent, then the majority of the members pre- appdntedVo 
sent shall appoint one to preside for such time only. hac vioe - 

And our further will and pleasure is, that the president and President and 
council of the said Academy shall have full power and autho- pow eredto~ 
rity to make and enact such ordinances, rules, and by-laws for make ' alt f'„ 

J . ani ^ re P eaI By- 

the encouragement of the study of science, polite learning, and Laws, 
antiquities, and for the government and management of the said 
Academy and their estate and revenues, and the manner of the 
choice and removal of their members and officers, as they shall 
judge meet and convenient, and the same to vary, alter, and 
repeal, and others to make in their stead from time to time as 
they shall see fit. 

Provided always, that such ordinances be not repugnant to Such ordinance 
the laws of our said kingdom of Ireland, or to this our charter bytheCorpora- 
of incorporation, and that the same shall afterwards be approved ^'j^f „*£] 
and confirmed by the said corporation at large ; otherwise to *'" next Gene- 

... . ral Meeting. 

continue in force until the next general meeting ot the Aca- 
demy, and no longer. 

Provided always, that no rule or by-law once duly made The repeal or 
and confirmed shall be repealed or altered, except the motion By-Lawto°ori- 
for such repeal or alteration shall have been first approved of, s inate in the 

1 . L *• President and 

and proposed to the corporation, by the president and council Council, 
of the said Academy. 

And our further will and pleasure is, that the president, Corporation to 
council, and members of the said Irish Academy shall from ^ e point Clerk8 ' 
time to time nominate and appoint such persons as they shall 
think convenient to be clerks, officers, and servants of the said 
corporation for carrying on and executing their necessary 
affairs. And also that it shall and may be lawful for said cor- 
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Corporation poration to employ one serjeant-at-mace, and such other ser- 
Serfeant-at- * vants as may be useful to attend on the said president or his 
mace, &c. deputy on all proper occasions, and to do such other things 

as may by them from time to time be thought expedient. 
Lord Lienten- And it is our further will and pleasure, and we do by. these 
ant, or other p rese nts for us, our heirs and successors, ordain, constitute, and 

ChiefGovemor, r 

to be viaitor, appoint that if any abuses or differences shall at any time here- 
reconciie differ- after arise and happen concerning the government of affairs of 
ences, &c. ^ e aa ,{& Academy, whereby the constitution, progress, im- 
provement, or business thereof may suffer or be hindered, then 
and so often we do by these presents nominate, assign, and con- 
stitute that our lieutenant-general, or other our chief governor 
or governors of our said kingdom of Ireland for the time being, 
shall be visitors respectively of the said corporation, with full 
power to reconcile, compose, and redress any such differences 
and abuses, and with all other powers to the said office of visi- 
tor of right belonging. 
Declaration of And lastly, we do declare and ordain, that these our letters 
validity. patent, and every clause, sentence, and article therein contained, 

or the enrolment thereof, made in our High Court of Chancery 
in our said kingdom of Ireland, shall be in all things firm, 
valid, sufficient, and effectual in the law unto- the said Academy 
and their successors, according to the purport and tenor hereof, 
without any further grant, license, or toleration from us, our heirs 
or successors, to be procured or obtained : Provided always, 
Enrolment. that these our letters patent be enrolled in the Rolls of our 
High Court of Chancery in our said kingdom of Ireland, within 
the space of six months ^iext ensuing the date of these pre- 
sents. In witness whereof we have caused these our letters to 
be made patent; Witness our aforesaid lieutenant-general and 
Date, Jan. 28, general governor of our said kingdom of Ireland, at Dublin, 
1786 * the 28th day of January, in the 26th year of our reign. 

Conway. 
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STATUTES, BY-LAWS, REGULATIONS 

The Statutes and Ordinances by which the Royal Irish Aca- 
demy is governed are of three kinds : — 

I. Statutes, properly so called, enacted by Royal authority 
in the Charter of Foundation, which are therefore incapable of 
being repealed or altered except by the Crown. These are 
marked with an asterisk (*) in the following pages. 

II. By-Laws, which may be enacted, altered, or repealed, 
by the President and Council, with the consent of the Aca- 
demy. 

III. Regulations in the form of recommendations of the 
Academy adopted by the President and Council, or of recom- 
mendations of the President and Council adopted by the Aca- 
demy, which are not absolutely binding on the Members, but 
are adopted as being generally expedient only. These are 
marked with an obelisk (f) in the following pages. 

CHAPTER I. 
Of the Constitution of the Royal Irish Academy. 

1. * The Academy was incorporated by King George III. 
for promoting the study of Science, Polite Literature, and An- 
tiquities, and, by Royal Charter dated January 28, 1786, the 
Corporate Body consists of a President, a Council of twenty-one, 
and an indefinite number of other Members, elected by the 
general body, with four Vice-Presidents, nominated by the Pre- 
sident out of the Council ; and one Treasurer, and one Secre- 
tary, elected by the Academy out of the Council. 

2. * The King is declared by the Charter to be Founder and 
Patron of the Academy ; which has perpetual succession under 
the name of The Royal Ikish Academy, with power to pur- 
chase, have, take, receive, and enjoy, lands^ tenements, heredi- 
taments, of whatsoever nature and kind, not exceeding in the 
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whole the clear yearly value of £1000 sterling ; and also all 
manner of goods and chattels of what value soever; and by 
the same name to sue and be sued, &c. And to have a com- 
mon seal, with power to change, break, alter, or make new the 
said seal, from time to time, as they shall think fit. 

3. The Council is divided into three Committees, each 
consisting of seven Members, which Committees have for their 
objects, respectively, the departments of Science, Polite Litera- 
ture, and Antiquities. 

4. * The President and Council have full power and autho- 
rity to make and enact such Ordinances, Rules, and By-Laws, 
for the encouragement of the study of Science, Polite Litera- 
ture, and Antiquities, and for the government and manage- 
ment of the Academy, and their estate and revenues, and the 
manner of the choice and removal of their Members and Offi- 
cers, as they shall judge meet and convenient; and the same 
to vary, alter, and repeal, and others to make in their stead. 
Provided always, that such Ordinances be not repugnant to the 
laws of the kingdom, or to the Charter, and that they shall 
afterwards be approved and confirmed by the Corporation at 
large; otherwise to continue in force to the next General 
Meeting of the Academy, and no longer. 

5. *And no Rule or By-Law,once duly made and confirmed, 
shall be repealed or altered, except the motion for such repeal 
or alteration shall have been first approved of, and proposed to 
the Corporation, by the President and Council. 

6. * The President, Council, and Members are empowered 
to nominate and appoint, from time to time, such persons as 
they may think convenient to be clerks, officers, and servants 
of the Academy ; also to employ one Serjeant-at-mace, and 
such other servants as may be useful to attend on the President 
or his Deputy on all proper occasions, and to do such other 
things as may by them, from time to time, be thought expe- 
dient. 

7. * The Lord Lieutenant-General, or other Chief Governor 
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or Governors of Ireland, for the time being, are constituted by 
the Charter Visitors respectively of the Corporation, with full 
power to reconcile, compose, and redress any differences or 
abuses that may at any time arise, and with all other powers 
to the office of Visitor by right belonging. 

CHAPTER II. 

Of the Election and Admission of Members, Ordinary and 
Honorary. 

1. * Ordinary Members are elected at a general meeting of 
the Academy. 

2. Such election shall be by ballot ; and no candidate shall 
be elected unless it shall appear, on the inspection of the ballot, 
that three-fourths, at least, of the Members balloting have voted 
in his favour. 

3. * At the meetings of the Academy for the election of 
Members, there must be present sixteen at least to form a 
quorum ; [but the construction of that passage in the Charter 
only requires that sixteen persons shall ballot for each candi- 
date for election ; and it is not absolutely necessary that so 
many should be present at the commencement of the ballot.] 

4. No balloting for Members shall take place except at 
the general meetings of the Academy on the second Monday in 
each month of the session ; or on the fourth Monday of the 
last month of the session. 

5. The names of the candidates for election shall be hung 
up in the public room of the Academy on the day they are 
proposed, there to remain until the day of balloting ; and a 
certificate, signed by four Members, at least, shall be subjoined 
to the name of each candidate proposed. 

6. Each Member, on his proposing a candidate for elec- 
tion, shall deliver to the Secretary, in writing, the name, pro- 
fession, and residence of the candidate proposed ; and the names 
of the candidates so proposed and recommended shall lie for 
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the space of one month on the books of the Academy before 
the ballot for their election can take place. 

7. Except when a Nobleman is proposed to be a Member 
of the Academy, in which case (a quorum being present), the 
Academy shall proceed to ballot for him forthwith. 

8. The names of the candidates, with the names of the pro- 
posers and seconders, shall be read out by one of the Secre- 
taries immediately previous to the ballot. 

9. To secure the uniformity of the ballot, the names of the 
candidates, with the names of the proposers and seconders, shall 
be printed, and, in using the printed lists, Members are re- 
quired to mark with an asterisk the name of each candidate 
whom they desire to elect ; to draw a line through the name of 
any whom they wish to reject; and to leave unmarked the 
names of those respecting whom they do not wish to vote at 
all. Such neutral ballots are not counted among the sixteen 
required by section 3. 

10. The Secretary of the Academy shall furnish to each 
Member, on his election, notice thereof, and shall inform him 
of the time of payment of the annual subscription, according to 
such form as the Council shall direct. 

11. Every Member, after his election, shall be formally 
admitted into the Academy at some general meeting thereof, 
in manner and form following : — The President, taking him by 
the hand, shall say these words, or words to the same effect: — 
" I do, by the authority and in the name of the Royal Irish 
Academy, admit you a Member thereof." 

12. And every Member, before his formal admission, shall, 
in the face of the Academy, subscribe the obligation hereafter 
set down. See Chap. in. 

13. Honorary Members may be elected by the Academy, 
on the special recommendation of the Council ; the grounds of 
such recommendation to be stated in writing, and hung up in 
the public room of the Academy for one calendar month be- 
fore the ballot for their election. 
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14. Honorary Members are not required to contribute to 
the funds of the Academy ; nor shall they have a vote at the 
meetings of the Academy ; nor be eligible as Officers, or Mem- 
bers of Council. 

15. The President of the Royal Society of London, for the 
time being, is always considered as an Honorary Member of 
the Academy. 

16. The number of Honorary Members shall be limited to 
sixty. This limit does not include the President and ex- Presi- 
dents of the Royal Society. 

17. There shall be three Sections of Honorary Members, 
corresponding to the threefold objects of the Academy, and the 
numbers in each Section shall be limited as follows : — 

Section of Science, 30; of Literature, 15; of Antiquities, 
15 ; total, 60. And the one-half, at least, of Honorary Members 
in each Section shall be foreigners. 

18. The election of Honorary Members shall take place 
only at the stated meeting in March. 

CHAPTEK III. 

Of the Declaration or Obligation to be signed by the Ordinary 
Members of the Academy. 

The following obligation shall be subscribed by all Mem- 
bers (except Honorary Members) of the Academy: — 

" We, whose names are underwritten, having been elected Mem- 
bers of the Eoyal Irish Academy, for advancing the study of Science, 
Polite Literature, and Antiquities, do hereby promise, each for him- 
self, that we will endeavour to promote the good of said Academy, 
and to pursue the ends for which the same was founded ; that we 
will be present at the meetings of said Academy as often as we con- 
veniently can, especially at the annual elections, and upon extraor- 
dinary occasions ; and that we will observe the Statutes and By-Laws 
of said Academy. We do also hereby promise and engage, each for 
himself, his heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, that we will 
well and truly pay, or cause to be paid, to the Treasurer of said Aca- 
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demy, on or before the 16th day of March in every year, the sum of two 
guineas sterling. Provided always, that we shall not have paid to 
the said Treasurer, in lieu thereof, the sum of twenty guineas as a 
life subscription ; and provided also, that whenever any of us shall 
signify to the President, under his hand, that he desireth to with- 
draw from the Academy, and shall have discharged all arrears due, 
he shall be free from the aforesaid obligations." 

CHAPTER IV. 
Of Payments to be made by the Members of ike Academy. 

1 . The Member who proposes any person for admission shall, 
one week at least previous to the ballot, deposit in the hands 
of the Treasurer the sum of five guineas, as the admission fee 
of such person : said sum to be returned in case the candidate 
should be rejected. 

2. Every Member, besides his admission fee, shall pay the 
sum of two guineas annually, which sum becomes due on the 
16th of March next after the admission of such Member; 
except his election has taken place between the 1st of January 
and the 16th of March; in which case his first annual sub- 
scription shall not become due until the 16th of March in the 
year following. 

3. The names of such Members of the Academy as shall 
not have paid their subscriptions, due on the 16th of March 
in any year, before the stated meeting of the Academy in the 
month of November following, shall be hung up in the meet- 
ing-room of the Academy on that night; and such of said 
Members as shall not have paid their subscriptions on or 
before the stated meeting in March following shall ipso facto 
be excluded the Academy; and the Secretary shall inform 
them by letter, a month previous to the said stated meeting in 
March, that unless their subscriptions be paid on or before said 
day, their privileges as Members will be suspended. Such 
defaulters, however, may resume their seats, so forfeited, upon 
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payment of arrears at any time within a year after such for- 
feiture incurred. But at the end of the year, if their subscrip- 
tions shall continue unpaid, they shall ipso facto cease to be 
Members of the Academy, and shall receive notice to that 
effect from the Secretary. 

4. No Member whose subscription is unpaid on the 30th 
November in each year shall have the privilege of voting on 
or after that date, nor be eligible on the Council, until his sub- 
scription be paid up. 

5. Any Member may compound for future annual pay- 
ments by paying the sum of twenty guineas at one payment ; 
but any member who has regularly paid his subscription to 
the Academy for twenty years shall be allowed to become a 
Member for life on paying six guineas. 

6. Persons proposed as Ordinary Members, but not resi- 
dent in Ireland, shall be admitted as Life Members on paying 
twenty guineas before the Ballot. 

7. In the case of Members residing for any considerable 
period out of the United Kingdom, the Council shall have the 
power of remitting or reducing the amount of annual payment 
as may seem to them just and equitable. 

CHAPTER V. 
Of the Election of the President, Council, and Officers. 

1. * All such elections shall be made at a general meeting 
of the Academy. 

2. In addition to the President, Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, 
and Secretary, whose offices are constituted by the Charter, 
there shall be a Secretary of the Council, a Secretary of 
Foreign Correspondence, and a Librarian, all chosen out of the 
Council. 

3. * On the eve of St. Patrick's day, beingthe day appointed 
by the Charter, there shall be an annual general meeting for 
the election of the President, Council, and Chartered Officers, 
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unless that day should fall on a Sunday, in which case the meet- 
ing shall be held on the day immediately preceding. And at 
this meeting the President, or one of the Vice-Presidents, and 
fifteen Members, at least, must be present. 

At this meeting the Secretary of Council, Librarian, and 
Clerk and Sub-Librarian, are also elected. 

4. f In order to create a rotation of the President, and Coun- 
cil, it has been recommended by the Academy that it is not ex- 
pedient that the same person should be elected President more 
than five times in succession : also, that one Member of each 
standing Committee shall be removed in each year, in case no 
vacancy should occur on that Committee by death, resignation, 
or amotion, and that the senior Member of each Committee 
shall be the Members so to be removed. 

5. t This rule shall not apply to any Member of any Com- 
mittee who shall hold the office of Treasurer, Secretary of the 
Academy, Secretary of Council, or Librarian. 

6. The form and manner of the election is as follows : — 

a. On the first Monday of March in every year, the Pre- 
sident and Council shall meet, and shall prepare a list of forty- 
three names (the names of the then subsisting President and 
Council being included),* out of which list of 43 names, laid 
before the meeting on said day, the Corporation shall elect the 
President and Council for the next ensuing year, after such 
form and manner as the President and Council, with the appro- 
bation of the Academy, shall ordain. 

b. This list shall be divided into three sections, each consist- 
ing of not less than fourteen names, containing the names of 
such persons as shall be deemed qualified to serve on the three 
Committees of which the Council is composed. 

c. f In these lists the names of the Members who are to be 
removed, in accordance with the recommendation of the 
Academy (§ 4, supra), shall be printed in italics, and the 
names of those whom the Council recommend to fill vacant 
places shall be printed in capitals, — it being understood that 
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every Member still retains his right to vote for any name 
appearing in the Balloting List, whether so printed in italics 
or not. 

d. If any Member whose name is printed in italics in the 
Balloting lists, be re-elected by the Academy, he shall be con- 
sidered the Junior Member of the Committee on which his 
name appears. 

e. The names of such Members as shall be found to have 
attended less than ten meetings of the Council (including 
stated meetings of any one Committee of Council) during the 
year, before the meeting at which the lists are prepared, 
and exclusive of that meeting (at which they shall have no 
seat), shall be omitted in the preparation of the list of forty-three 
names required by the Charter, and shall not be included in 
the Council of the preceding year, but shall be treated as if such 
Members had died or resigned, — provided that if any Member 
of Council shall have been elected in the middle of the year, he 
shall not be required to attend ten meetings in order to retain 
his place in the list, but only such a proportion of the whole 
number of meetings since his election, as the Council shall judge 
to be equivalent to ten out of the whole number. 

The Committees intended by the foregoing resolution are 
the Committees of Science, Polite Literature, Antiquities, 
Publication, Economy, and Library. 

/. The list of forty-three names, thus prepared, shall be 
hung up in the public room of the Academy, and shall there 
remain until the day of election. 

g. A printed copy of the said list shall also be forwarded 
to each Member of the Academy, with his summons for the 
stated meeting, at which the election is to take place ; and the 
Members are bound by the Charter to elect a President and 
Council out of the said list, after such form and manner as the 
President and Council, with the approbation of the Academy, 
shall by these By-Laws ordain. 
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h. Each Member shall deliver to the President the printed 
list so furnished to him, erasing the name of such Member as 
he may desire to remove from the existing Council, and under- 
lining the names of those whom he may desire to place upon 
the Council. And all lists handed to the President not so 
marked, or so far as they shall be not so marked, or marked 
in a careless and unintelligible manner, shall be taken as votes 
for those recommended for the vacant places by the Council. 

i. The President for the expiring year, if retiring from 
the Chair, in accordance with the recommendation of the Aca- 
demy (§ 4, supra) shall be considered as eligible to any one of 
the Committees of Council. 

7. Immediately after the election of the President and 
Council there shall be a separate ballot for the Treasurer and 
Secretaries and Librarian, who must be chosen out of the 
Council. 

8. * In case of the death, resignation, or amotion of the 
President, any one of the Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, Secre- 
tary, or any Member or Members of the Council, it is enacted 
by the Charter, that the Corporation shall have power to meet 
and choose others in their places respectively, in the manner 
as aforesaid, sixteen Members at least being present, of whom 
the President,or one of the Vice-Presidents, shall always be one. 

[The words of the Charter, that this election shall be 
" in the manner as aforesaid," that is to say, in like manner as 
the general annual election, have been interpreted to mean, 
that the list of forty-three names shall be prepared as at the 
annual election, although the Academy be only required to fill 
up the vacant places, and cannot on such occasions displace 
the existing President or any Member of Council.] 

9. And the same rule shall apply to the Secretary of Coun- 
cil, Librarian, and Secretary of Foreign Correspondence. 



( 25 ) 



CHAPTER VI. 

Of the Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, Secretaries, and other 

Officers. 

1. * The President, on the day of his election, if present, 
shall appoint by writing under his hand and seal four Vice- 
Presidents, to continue in office for one year. And if the Pre- 
sident be not present on the day of his election, the Vice- 
Presidents of the former year shall continue in office until the 
new Vice-Presidents shall be duly appointed in their place. 

2. * On the absence of the President at any meeting of the 
Corporation or of the Council, in case that more than one 
Vice-President shall be present, such Vice-President as shall 
be first named in the list of those appointed under the hand 
and seal of the President shall preside at such meeting, and have 
a casting voice in case of equality of votes on any question, be- 
sides his own vote as a Member ; and if the President and all 
the Vice-Presidents be absent at any meeting of the Corpora- 
tion or Council, the majority of the Members present shall ap- 
point one of their number to preside, for that time only. 

3. f The Academy think it expedient, and have made it 
a request to the President, that he should not reappoint the 
senior of the existing Vice-Presidents, and should nominate 
every year a new one in his stead ; unless there be a natural va- 
cancy by death, resignation, or any other cause. 

4. The Treasurer, the Secretary of the Academy, and the 
Secretary of the Council, shall attend all meetings of the Aca- 
demy and Council. 

5. The Secretary of Foreign Correspondence shall be purely 
honorary, without salary ; but the Secretary of the Academy 
and the Secretary of the Council shall have a salary of twenty 
guineas per annum each. 

6. The Secretary of the Academy and the Secretary of the 
Council shall keep the Minutes of the Proceedings of the 
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Academy and Council respectively, and shall cause them to be 
correctly and legibly transcribed. 

7. The Treasurer and the Librarian shall also receive a 
salary of twenty guineas per annum each. 

8. The Treasurer's duty shall be to keep an account of the 
income and expenditure of the Academy ; to lodge all moneys 
received to the account of the Academy ; to notice such Mem- 
bers as may be in arrear of their subscriptions, and to receive 
all subscriptions and other payments due to the Academy. 

9. All drafts on the Bank in payment of accounts due 
shall be signed by the Treasurer, and Secretary of the Aca- 
demy or Secretary of Council. 

10. Immediately after the close of each financial year, the 
Council shall appoint a Committee to audit the Treasurer's ac- 
counts. 

11. There shall be also a Resident Clerk and Assistant Li- 
brarian, to be elected annually by the Academy (who shall not 
be a Member of the Academy), and he shall also be the Mace- 
bearer of the Academy, as appointed by the Charter. He shall 
provide the servants, who shall be hired and dismissed by him ; 
he shall be responsible for the sending out of the summonses, 
and the transcription of the Minutes under the direction of the 
Secretaries, and shall attend the meetings of the Academy and 
Council. He shall also attend the Library, and be subject 
generally to the directions of the Librarian. 

CHAPTER VII. 
Of the Powers and Functions of the Council. 

1. * The duty of the Council is to be aiding and assisting 
to the President in all matters for the better regulation and 
government of the Academy and of every Member of the same. 

2. * All resolutions that regard the funds of the Academy, 
as also all resolutions that regard the enacting, altering, or re- 
pealing of By-Laws, shall originate in the Council. 
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3. * Such Ordinances, Rules, and By-Laws, as shall be 
made by the Council shall continue in force until the next Ge- 
neral Meeting of the Academy, and no longer ; unless they be 
then confirmed and approved by the Corporation at large. 

4. Provided always, that if any sum or sums of money, 
not exceeding £20, shall be disposed of by the Council, be- 
tween any two Meetings of the Academy, the act of Council 
shall be definitive. 

5. No act of Council shall be valid unless signed by the 
Chairman of the succeeding meeting. 

6. All papers or communications whatsoever shall be the 
property of the Academy. But the author of any paper or 
communication, before it is published, may, by petition to 
Council, reclaim such paper or communication; which the 
Council may restore to him, if they think fit, with or without 
conditions. 

7. All papers, letters, or other communications, addressed 
to the Council shall be in the charge and custody of the 
Secretary of Council. 

8. All medals or other honorary rewards shall from time 
to time be awarded by the Council at their discretion. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

Of the Times and Forms of the Meetings of the Academy and 

Council. 

1. * Two stated meetings of the Academy, as directed by 
the Charter, shall be held on the 16th of March and on the 30th 
of November annually [or on the days immediately preceding 
respectively, if the 16th of March or 30th of November should 
fall on Sunday]. 

2. General meetings of the Academy shall also be held on 
the second Monday of November and December, and on the 
second and fourth Mondays of January, February, April, May, 
and June, at 8 p.m. At which meetings the order of busi- 
ness shall be as follows :— 
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(1.) The Ghair being taken, the Minutes of the last Meet- 
ing shall be read, and confirmed or amended. 

(2.) New Members shall be called upon to sign the De- 
claration, and be admitted. 

(3.) Proposed Members shall be balloted for (if it be a 
meeting at which, by the Statutes and By-JLaws, there can be 
a ballot). 

(4.) The President shall ask the leave of the Meeting to 
admit such Visiters as are introduced by Members. 

(5.) Papers and such other communications as shall have 
previously obtained the leave of the Council shall be read. 

(6.) Donations shall be presented, and commented upon, 
and thanks returned to the donors. 

(7.) Visiters shall be required to withdraw, and private 
business shall be transacted. 

(8.) The names of candidates proposed for election shall 
be read from the Chair. After which the Meeting shall be 
closed or adjourned. 

3. The Academy may adjourn any of its meetings at plea- 
sure, and extraordinary meetings may be summoned and con- 
vened at any time by the Council. 

4. At the stated meetings on the 30th of November and 
16th of March, no papers shall be read, nor shall any Visiters 
be admitted, until after the business of the Academy be trans- 
acted. 

5. Whenever at any general meeting of the Academy 
By-Laws are to be confirmed, altered, or repealed, notice of 
such confirmation, alteration, or repeal, shall be printed in full, 
and forwarded to each Member at least five days before such 
meeting ; and the summons shall contain a statement that the 
confirmation, alteration, or repeal of the said By-Laws will 
form a part of the business of such meeting. 

6. The stated meetings of the Council shall be held on 
the first and third Mondays of every month, from November 
to June inclusive, at such hour as they shall from time to time 
appoint. 
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7. At all meetings of the Council, four with the President, 
or five without the President, shall be a quorum, and they shall 
have power to adjourn from time to time as they may think 
convenient. 

CHAPTER IX. 

Of Papers and other Communications to be read to the Academy, 

and of their Publication. 

1. No paper or any other communication, intended for 
publication in the Proceedings or Transactions, shall be read 
to the Academy, without the permission of the Council, or of 
the President, previously had and obtained. 

2. All such papers or communications shall be read in the 
order in which permission shall have been granted by the 
Council ; but if any paper shall be, from whatsoever cause, 
delayed or withheld, it shall be read in such order as the Coun- 
cil shall determine. 

3. No new paper shall be commenced after ten o'clock, nor 
shall the time to be occupied in the reading of any one paper 
exceed half an hour. 

4. A Committee of Publication shall be nominated annu- 
ally by the Council out of its body, and shall consist of seven 
Members, three from the Committee of Science, and two from 
each of the other Committees. 

5. This Committee shall meet the Tuesday following each 
meeting of the Academy. 

6. It shall be the duty of the Committee — 

a. To decide whether Papers read to the Academy shall 
be published, and, in such case, whether in the Proceedings 
or in the Transactions. 

b. To report to the Council on all Papers recommended for 
publication in the Transactions. 

c. To superintend the final correction of the Press, and to 
see that the printing and engraving are executed in a manner 
creditable to the Academy. 
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d. To arrange all details connected with the printing and 
publishing of the Transactions and Proceedings. 

7- The Committee of Publication shall have liberty to call 
in any Member of the Council or Academy, to assist them in 
the reading or judging of any Paper. 

8. If it be a question before the Council, whether a paper 
read before the Academy be or be not published, nine Mein- 
bers of Council, or eight with the President, must be pre- 
sent to form a quorum. And before voting on such question, 
the President or Chairman, and every Member of Council 
present, shall solemnly, and with an audible voice, make the 
following declaration : — 

" I (A. B.) do solemnly declare, that in the ballot for deciding 
whether the paper now proposed for publication be printed, I will 
proceed without partiality or prejudice, and give my vote in such a 
manner as will, in my opinion, most redound to the honour of this 
Academy." 

CHAPTER X. 
Of the Library and Librarian. 

1. The keys of the Library shall be intrusted to no person 
but the Librarian or Assistant Librarian, one of whom shall be 
always present during library hours. 

2. The Library shall be open every day, Sundays excepted, 
throughout the year (except during Christmas week, the week 
before Easter, and the month of August), froru 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

3. The Librarian shall take care to enter in the Catalogue 
all periodical publications, new books, &c., as they come in, 
either by purchase or donation ; and he shall be accountable to 
the Academy for all such books, and shall submit the said Li- 
brary to such examination as the Council, from time to time, 
may think proper to direct. 

4. The Members shall have the privilege of borrowing 
books from the Library, with certain hereinafter-mentioned ex- 
ceptions, and the sub-Librarian, before lending any book or 
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books, shall receive from the Member so borrowing an engage- 
ment, signed with his name, to return such book within one 
month, or sooner if possible ; under a penalty of paying for 
such book, or for the set to which it may belong, if not re- 
turned, or if damaged while in his possession ; and in case any 
Member shall refuse to fulfil this engagement, the Librarian 
must report the facts to the Council. 

5. It shall be the duty of the sub-Librarian to examine the 
state of the books lent, upon their delivery and return, and to 
report to the Librarian any damage they may have received, 
in order that the provisions of the foregoing By-Law may be 
enforced. 

6. That, for the greater accommodation of the Members, 
all new books, reviews, &c, shall be suffered to lie on the table 
in the Library for at least one month after they come in, or 
until the new set of reviews, &c., may arrive, when the old ones 
are permanently placed in the Library. And in the beginning 
of every year, the Librarian is to see that each set of the 
periodical publications, &c., be complete for the preceding year, 
and then have it bound uniformly with the other volumes. 

7. No Member who is in arrear shall, on any account, be 
allowed the use of the Library ; and for the better carrying 
such law into effect, the names of defaulters shall be hung up in 
the Library. 

8. No manuscript shall be lent without the special permis- 
sion of the Council; and the same Rule shall be extended to 
rare and expensive works, which shall be marked with an as- 
terisk in the Catalogue, as also to dictionaries and encyclo- 
paedias. 

9. The following are the regulations in relation to bor- 
rowing or transcribing manuscripts, which have been enacted 
by the Council, in conformity with the foregoing By-Law : — 

(1.) That no MS., under any circumstances, be lent out of the 
Library without such pecuniary guarantee for its safe return as 
the Council shall require. 
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(2.) That no copy of the whole, or any part of a MS. or extract 
therefrom, be permitted to be taken without the express leave of 
the Council. 

(3.) That all applications to the Council for leave to copy or 
make extracts from Manuscripts be accompanied by a statement in 
writing of the use intended to be made of such copy or extracts; 
this statement, and the respectability of the applicant (if he be not 
a Member of the Academy), to be vouched for by the signature of 
three Members of the Academy, one of whom shall be a Member of 
the Council. 

(4.) The applicants, to whom leave shall be granted to make 
copies or extracts, shall be at liberty to make such transcripts 
themselves, but not to employ any other person, except the scribe 
be authorized by the Council. 

(5.) In cases where a fac-simile or tracing of a MS. is required, 
the leave of Council must be obtained in the same way as for ordi- 
nary transcripts, and the name of the artist or scribe employed to 
make such tracings must be submitted to and approved of by the 
Council. 

(6.) No MS. shall be used or transcribed by any person what- 
soever, except in the presence of the Assistant Librarian or of his 
Deputy. 

(7.) These Regulations shall be printed and hung up in the 
Library. 

(8.) Mr. Curry's Catalogue of the Irish MSS. of the Aca- 
demy shall be regarded as a MS., and placed under the same regu- 
lations as other MSS. 



